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as pottery and metal-working., but it applies equally to stone
implements. Many of these must have been evolved as the
result of experiment, and it is difficult to imagine such
experiments being made by cold and hungry savages, in
imminent danger from enemies and wild beasts, and in face
of the disapproval of their fellows. The conditions under
which these inventions were made must have been very
different from those obtaining among presetft-day savages.
To make this point clear, let us consider some widespread
devices which seem at the first glance to be very simple.
Many savages make fire by revolving one stick in a hole made
in another, and it is often assumed that this device is so
simple that its discovery would be within the competence of
any savage. But how could a savage make the discovery?
That friction produces warmth is fairly obvious, but that it
produces fire is far from obvious. Even those who believe
most firmly in the inventiveness of savages could hardly
suppose that all over the world people at a very low level
of culture spent hours in rubbing two sticks together to see
whether anything would happen. The method may have
been accidently discovered by some one who was using a
bow-drill, and people who had the bow-drill must have been
long in the possession of fire. Perhaps they obtained it by
knocking two pieces of iron pyrrhites together, or perhaps
they merely preserved fire which had been caused by
lightning or some other natural means. Even now savages
do not normally make fire, but are careful to keep a small
fire always smouldering on the hearth. The twMing-stick
method of fire-making appears to be universally connected
with fertility rites, and it seems probable that this method,
with the belief in its efficacy for promoting fertility, origi-
nated in some one spot, and that the spread of the belief
in its magical efficacy led to the spread of its use.
Let us take another alleged primitive invention* the
cradle. The accepted theory seems to be that all over the

